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( Yeo whom ] bave beleeved, 
. and a1 fully per ſwaded, that 
8 hes ableto bow that, wh 1 


; = have committed to him. 
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Iofpah, ſonne of CA mmen 
| King of 1446,at what 
time leremiab, andz ha- 
#iab, did both of t 
joyne together, to pro- 
nounce to the people in 
the-Name of the Lorc 
utter deftruQion; I will 
wtterly (ſaith he) conſume 
all things from off the. 
layd. 

In the 2 verſe of this 
Chapter, when the Holy 
Ghoſt did ſee ſome rem-| | 
gants of corrupti 
in the time of reformati- 


as ſo manyAecds of fu- 
ture deſolation, And 
therefore both theſe ho- 
ly Prophets, Terewiah in 
his 25. Chap..and Zepha- 
1] niah in his whole Pro- 
| _ pheſie,| 


i. 
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| phofiethey-docj joytic tos: 


gether, © the renoun- 
cing of Gods t rea 


facevfall the people,and 
their ſinnes. | 

The cauſes whereof 
Zephenyreadreth at large 


ef the jud 
former E 

And in Bo tt 
a the 2. Chop, hee oy 
ig (coofideratien thereof, 
trac bs ſpeech to both 
ſorts of people ; beth 
ſuch a'part ofthe Nation 


_ inthe 


ſomethat had no part in 
Religion, or the refor- 
mation of Tof 4b ; as like- 
wiſc to thoſc that - 
the meeke of the earth ; 
[+ by, 


for the utter confuſton of 


with the maner 


as deftred not after God; | 


| 


thc. 


ter at. EIS 


| ka”: aaa as 0278 
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| ſay, he rurges his ſpeech | | 


to both, indireQing them 


what courſe they ſhould } 


each take, for theavoid- 


ing of thoſe miſchiefes | }; 
thar-did hang over their | 


heads. 
To that part of the na- 


tion that was Botnow de- | 


fired, hee direas this 
counſell in the firſt and 


ſecond werſes of this | 


Chap. Gather your ſelves 
zogethey, or as'it is in the 
Originall , - Fanne your 
ſebves, for either of both 
it will Ggnifie, Gather up 


your ſelyes from that | 


looſeneſle, and difſoJute- 
neſſc thatheretofore you 
have bcene addicted to. 
Gather up your ſelves, oh 
| Nation nos deſired ; and 


here| 


the faithful, 


nA 
” 


the Duty, from an Argu- 
ment raken frofa' the 
{haſting 'on, and break- 
Jing in'of Gods decree ; 
Before the Decree comes 
wth, and you paſſe as the 
haffe,&c. 


Having thus adviſed | 


hoſe of rhe Nation that 
ad no defire after Reli- 
0n,nor God; after them, 
ice turnes his ſpeech to 
he meeke of the earth, in 
he third verſe, which ] 
ave now read : Where- 
n firſt he deſcribes them, 
ccondly counſells them, 
nd then incourageth 
hem to take his counſel. 
He deſcribes them by 
heir quality, or yettue of 

ekeneſſe, and that inan 

xy . 


hc.2p + 


here he preſſettrupon the| 


— 


The ſtay of 


eminent meaſure ; Tees! 
meeke of the earth; ſeeke| 
the Lord all yee mecke of he! 
the earth. 

Hedeſcribes them fur-f| Th 
ther by their courſe offi ME 
life ; which have wrought for 
judgement ( ſaith he) thatÞ ſtill 
is, which have framed 
your courſe of life accor 72 


ding to the way , and the] 
meanes, and Law of Gea tho! 
| who have framed youlſ *! * 
ſclves, and your familic XC. 
and the reſt under you oe 


hands after the will « F 
the Almighty : Theſe anff 2% 


the men hee ſpeakes toi all » 
this verſe : T, 
And the counſell he _ 
gives them,is toſecke : Y'P 
Firſt, The Lord. Set 
cour 


| Secondly, Righteouſnf 
Fa " 


— 


IT 
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TY 
lee! ; 
ſeek] Seeke the Lord ( faith 
ke of he)ythe meecke of the earth, 
and ſceke righteouſneſſe - 
\ far] Though they were the 
e off Mecke'of the earth” be. 
ought bom yet ſecke meckneſs 
) that | ſtill; that meckeneſſe 
med whereby they might 
ccor moderate, and mortifie 
- an *Þ<ir baſe luſts, and' vile 
God thoughts, and affeQions 
J of anger, griefe, hatred, 
&c. for meeknefſe mode- 
Y rates all theſe ;1 ſaythe 
511 off Pecknefſe that is here 
{> ar [Poken of ; Seeke the Lord 
| all yee metke of the earth : 
Thus you ſee firſt, to 
11 he whom the Prophet 
ſpeaks. | 
Secondly,you ſee what 


$tO1 


Arid then Meekneſſe. 


o< counſell hee gives them, 
uſa LOR _{ © x 
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to ſetke the Lord, to ſeeke 
righteouſneſſe , to ſeeke_ 
meckueſſe. 

And thenwee ſee fur- 
ther, the reaſon rhat hee 
gives of all, to incourage 


them to this work , and 
that taken from a poſſibi. 
lity of their ſecurity in 
| the time of vengeance. 

It may be you may bee hid, 
in the day of the Lords. an-| 
ger ; ſeeke the Lord, ſecke' 
righteouſneſſe, &c. | 

Theſe words therefore 
| are to be corfidered ; | 


| 
'toſuchas are mieck ones, 


| apd that have wrought 
judgement, and that doe 


 ſeeke the Lord. The'/prel 


| wiſe made tothem-isrhis; 
| 1t may bee, you ſhall bee hid 


| Fiſt, ava promiſe given} 


' wrath, You ſee hee doth 


the faithful. © 


in the day of the Lords 


not ſpcake peremptorily, 
You ſhall Eſurealy bod 
hid, though God could 
have ſaid ſo, but z: may 
beyou ſhall be bid from the 


deſtroying Angel. 


| take them, both as a pro- 


Jl | Therefore fone the Lord 


And ſecondly, conli- 
der theſe words as they 
are broughtas an Argsy 
ment to ſtir up the zecke | 
of the earth, to ſeeke the 
Lord, and to ſeeke righte. 
ouſneſſe; tor lo you are to 


polition in themſelves, 
and as they area propoſi- | 
tion from whence this | 
inference is gathered. 


all yee meeke of the earth. 
Both theſe confiderati» 
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ons doe offer to us a dou- 
\ble Note. 

Let me ſpcake of them 
both ſhortly, as Gods 
aſſiſtance and the time 
will give leave. 

The firſt Note you 
_ | may obſerve hence 1s 
tais ; That 

In times of publike dan. 
ger, God ts wont to leave 
even hs owne meeke ones, 
that have wrought juſtice, 

I ſay, God leaves his 
meeke ones , that 1s, his] 
owne children, and ſuch| 
of them to, asare better 
nurtured then others; for 
everychild of God is not 
cndued with that meek- 
neſle of ſpirit as ſome 0- 
thers be; yet I ſay it is 
Gods manner of dealing, 

{ome. 


—————_——e 


q | _efarkpt, 


| ſometimes to leave his 
| meekeſt ſervants in times 
| of publike danger, at 
; much uncertainty, what 
' ſhall become of them. 

| Thisis evident inthe 
| Text; Seeke thee Lord all 
| the meek of the earth, that | 
| have wrought judgement ; | 
| You that were tranſcen- | 
dently meeke, that car. | 
ried the name of mecke- | 
neſſeall the countrey,and 
all the,carth over ; ſuch 
as had not beene uſed to 
run riot, but had wrought 
judgement, and hadcar- 
| ried themſelves well and 
| wiſely 5 had ordered 
themſelves and their fa- 
| milies, and whatſoever 
| was theirs, thoſe that he 

_ exhorts to-ſecke righte- 
| H 4 ouſheſle, | 


cum OC ——_— 


th 
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loel 2. 


'terall; 1t may be you ſhall 
| be hid, cc, hee doth not 


ouſneſſe, and to ſceke 


meekneſle, and judge-| 


ment.z and when they 
have done all” that hee 
would have them to doe, 
this is all the incourage.- 
ment hce gives them af- 


ſay, In hiding you ſhall 
be hid, or certainly you 
ſhall be ſafe, but it wvay be 
you ſhall bee hid in the 
day of the Lords anger. 
Let me make good this 
truth to you from other 


Scriptures: When God] 


was about to bring ( asI 
may ſay ) that\doomy 
day , eel 2. upon that 
Church and State, a day 
of blackneſſe and: dafk- 


neſle, Thou muft, ſaith he}: 


tarne| 


> —— —— 
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turne tothe Lord, even to 
me, with all thine heart, 
with faſting, weeping, aud 
mourning: Rend your hearts 
and not your garments, let 
every one turne 
evill that & in hu hand: for 
' whocan tell whether the 
| Lord will returne, and 
leave a bleſſing behinde 
him, Jocl 2.12, 13. as if 
he ſhould ſay, 1t may bee 
he will, itis not certaine 
that he will doe ſo: at the 
leaſt, wee cannot ſay it is 
peremptorily concluded, 
but whether hee doe or 
ho', dee you turne to the 
Lord with all your heart, 
and put away the evill 
thatis rong you, it may 
bejthe Lord may rcturne 
& leave 4 bleſſing behind 


him. 


Hs - Whe 


from the 


nl 
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Toel 2, 12, | 
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Ex, 32-30. 


Gud leaves the Church] 


expect that ſome grie 
| yous - judgement would 
fall upon the Nation of 
Iſrael in regard of thei 
golden Calves ; Now in. 
deed, ſaith hee, you ha 
committed 4 grievous ant 
a great ſinne, neverthe. 
leſſe I will returne and g 

ep into the Mount 10 they 
Lord, and make intercefii. 
on for you, peradventure 
the Lord may accept meey 


. When as Moſes diy 


that you periſh net, Exod. 
32+ 30. prradventure tht 
Lord will: Thus you ſee 


2t an uncertainty, ataha-} 
zird what hee will doe 
with them ; 7« way Seghe 
"vill bee found. of them; 
but if hee bee, 'it is more 


| —— —— a. 


then | 


hm. 


"the fatthfoll 


then the people knew ; 
Peradventure 1 may in- 
treat -God that you pe- 
riſh not, ſaith he. 

And ſo when GOD 
comes to talke mouth to 
mouth with his people 
(orat the leſt to Hoſes, 
that he might deliver his 
word to the people ) 
Exod. 33.5. The Lord 
ſaid to Moſes,ſay to Iſrael, 
You are 4 (tiff e-necked peo- 
ple, I will comeinto the| 
_ of you in a moment, | 
and conſume you ; there-| 
fore ſaith God, Pull of 
thine ornaments that I may 
know what to doe with! 
thee; As if fo bee, when | 
God was ſo provoked, | 
that he ſaw juſt reaſon to | 
ring deſtrution upon 


them, 


— 


= 
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them z yet even then, hee 
would not ſo reſolutely, 
and peremptorily ex. 
preſſe himſclfe, that they! 
ſhould ſee no hope of de-! 
liverance ; neither would 
hee ſay upon their repen- 
tance, that hee would de-! 
liver _ F | 

Onely put off your orna- 
ments, Lo lay aſide thoſe] 
things by which you ſo. 
lace and adorne. your 
ſelves, that I may know! 
what to doe with thee, 
that I may cauſe you to 
ſee what courſe it is that 
I will take: Hee ſhewes 
that God would not ex- 
preſſe himſelte. plainly,| 
that hee would not evi- 
dently ſpeake out, but 
leaves it at ſome uncer- 
tainty 


oO thefuithfull, 


tainty to the beſt people 
of his owne, beit 4r0y, 
or Hyr, or Joſiah, who. 
ſoever it 'was among 
them, none ſhould know 
what hee would doe ; E- 
yenthe Zevites that ſtood 
for God, and ſtood a- 
gainſt the evills that the 
people brought upon 
themſelves, yet notwith- 
ſtanding they ſhould not 
know what the Lord 
would doc with them, or 
with the Nation toge- 
ther. 

Sometimes indeed 604d 


ſpeaks pr and 

reſſely to a people 
what hee will doc, and 
what a ſpeciall care hee 
will take of his ſervants 


\inill rimes 3 Saith God to 
" Baruch, 


mt 


——— > 
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Barach, Doſt thou feeke 
_ things for thy ſclfe, 
ecke them not, 7 wilt 
plant and plucke wp, 1 
| build and pull downe, but 
ler.45.5- | ſeeks not thou, great 
things, thou ſhalt have thy 
| life for a prey, Jer.45.5, 
And you know what 
meſſage God ſent to 4- 
bimelech the Ethiopian 
by leremiah , that had 
done a good office in the 
Court tor the Prophet of 
God, Ter. 39. 1 will ſure- 
ly deliver thee, thou fhalt 
| have thy life for a prey z 


ler.39. 


Thus G O D ſometimes 
ſpeaks,and ſpeaks freely, 
and comforts them, that 
he will aſluredly deliver 
them, and. hide them in 
| the day of his wrath. 

4 God | 
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God cxpreflcly tells 
his people, EZek. 11.16. 
that hee will bee a /z12le 
ſanuary unto them in all 
places whereſoever they 


of them ; he would bee a 
little anQtuary among the 
Heathen, whicther hee 
would - carry them, and 
ſcatter them :Icis a word 
of great incouragement, 


when it pleaſeth God to 
exprceſſe himſclfe thus, 
but you ſee ſometimeshe 
ſpeaks not ſo, but con- 


tents himſclfe with theſe 
kinde of generall and 
doubtfull words ; 1t may 
be you (hall bee hidin the 
day of the Lords wrath : 
So that in times of pub. 


ſhould be diſpoſed of any 


here-| 


| 


like danger,ſuch as theſe, | 


F 


| 


The ſtay of | 


wherein Zephany threat- 
ned utter deſtruction of 
the Nation in regard of 
ſome defeats in 7oſfrah's 
reformation , when hee 
had ſtirred up all ſorts, 
and eſpecially the meek 
of theearth to thorow re- 
pentance, all the incou- 
ragement that hee gives 
even to the beſt is this, 
It may be you ſhall be hid, 
Fc. 


Doe not tell me , that 
this word (zt may be)hath 
ſome - farther comforta- 
ble meaning in it, than I 
now ſpeak of, reaching to 
morethana peradventure, 
,orit maybe; forthough| 
| thatbe true,as Lſhal have} 
occafion , afterward to} 
ſpeak, yet certainly _ | 

[wy ” 
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eempereth his ſpeech 
the Prophet according to | 
what he meaneth his Spi- | 
rit ſhall ſpeak to the con- | 
ſciences of his people. He | 
will many times expreſle | 
humſelfe no farther, than 
that they may have op- | 
portunity to ask one ano- | 
ther, what ſhall become 
of them 7 what ſhall wee 
doe now in ſuchand ſuch 
a time © what courſe ſhall 
we take ? or what think 
you will be the end of 
theſe things 2 this is all 
many times that God 
will ſuffer his people to 
reach unto,and therefore 
he expreſſeth himſelfe in 
that language, in the te- 
nure of theſe words , 77 
may be you ſhall be hid,&c. 
Would | 


— 
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Would you now know 
the reaſon why God will 
ſpeak ſo in times of pub- 
lique danger , when his 
people ſecke his face,and 
walk themſelves meckly 
and judicioufly, 8 faith- 
fully in their places, and 
renew their covenant 
with hirn, ſecking him in 
evcry duty, and in every 
ordinance that hee gives 
them opportunity to par- 
take of £ why doth not 
God ſpeak more plainly 
to them, | but leave them 
thus at large, 7t may be 
you fhall be hid,c-c ? what 
ſhould be the reaſon of 
this manner of Gods 
ſpeaking ? 

The firſt reaſon of this 
kind of dealing of God,is 
| taken! 


© the faithfult. 


taken from the ſtrong 
hand that many times 
"Gods beſt ſervants have 
in publique finnes and 
calamitics': his deareſt, 
ones many times have a 
hand in ſetting an end 
publique fins, and there- 
fore God thinks it not 
meet to honour them ſo 
| far, as to reveale to them | 
expreſly what his holy 
pleaſure is about them. 
Reade ( and it is worth 
your reading) what the 
holy Ghoſt delivereth, 
Mzich.1. 4, 5. where the  Mic1.4,5. 
Lord threatneth that he| 

will come downe, and the 

mountaines ſhall be molten 


under him. Hee meancth | 
by mountaines, the great 
men of the Kingdome, as | 


.. they 


on D— 


————_— 


Pſal. 72.3, 


Pfal.73. 3, 


The lay of "i 


| 


they are called ſo, yr 
7 2.3. The mountains ſhall 
bring peace, and the little 
hils righteouſneſſe to the 
people, Men 1n higher 
place ſhall _ for} 
the peace of the ſubjeds; 
there ſhall not be the, 
meaneſt officer, not the] 
leaſt molehil in place,but! 
he ſh1ll bring righteouſ-! 
nefle to the people , hee| 
ſhall be no exactor, but a! 
righteous dealer, Pſal. 
72+ 3 . | 

The mountains there-! 
fore being the great men 
of a Kingdome,it is ſaid of 
them in this place of M#- 
cah, they ſhall be molten 
under him as waxe before 
the fire, that is,;there ſhall 
be no ſetledneſs nor con-: 
ſtancy, 


| 
| 


£ 
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ſtancy in their waics,they 
ſhall cot ftand as moun- 
tains, but as mounteines of 
wax that are caſlily diſſol- 
ved,and are running away 
from their confiſtence. 
And what ſhall become 
ofthewvalleys? hetels you 
for the valleys,that is,for 
the lower ſort of people , 
they ſhall be cleft or di- 
vided : and hee tells you 
| how, even as waters that 
| are poured from a ſteepe 
| place. Waters that runne 
high, though they be car- 
ried in a great ſtreame, 
| when they be united to- 
| gether, there is a great 

farce in them; yet when 

they fall downe from a 
| ſteepe place, then, ſaith 
| God, they are cleft in jou 


<- 
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der ,and one drop is divided 
from anather , ahd they 
have a great dcale of, 


are cleft aſunder : ſuch 
ſhall be the valleys : the 
lower ſort of people ſhall 


weakneſſe;they arc of no] 
werat all, when they| 


in ſunder, and ſo divided! 


— — <— — 


—— — —  —— 


| any of them. 


into ſmall parts,and little 
drops, that there ſhall be 
no power or ſtrength in 


Now whence comes' 
all this,that the monntains 
ſhall melt as waxe, and 
that the walleyes ſhall 
cleave as waters from a 
ſteepe place God gives 
the reaſon in verſe. 5. and 
itis ayery ſtrong expreſ- 


— 


be as waters that fal from! 
a high place,that are cleft| 


fion 
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fion that the holy Ghoft | . 
uſcth, ſaich hee, = the 
tranſgrefiion of Tacob is all | 
Wirth} for -4 ſins of the 
houſe of Iſrael. Whence | 
commeth all this 2 did | 
not all theſe waters runne | 
when they were in high 
places compact together, | 
or were not the monun-. 
rains themſelves unſctled 
| in their diſpoſitions No 
| ſurely ſaith God, that is: 
| not the matter ; or what- 
| ſoever is the matter, this 
isthe root of it, For the 
| tranſgreſſion of my peopleL 

i all this, and for the ſinof 
the hawſe of Iſrael. All this + 
was for Gods peoples 
ſake that lived in the 
Church of Jeruſalem and 
U udea ; for their ſakes = 

enis 
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| | 
2 Sam. 24. 


this comes to paſſe, that 
the mouetaines melt like 
waxc, and the vallcys are 
cleft as waters that fall 
from a ſteep place. » 
When David aroſe, 
and would needs have 
the people nuwbred, to the 
provoking of Gods 
wrath, what ſaith the ho-|Þſl ze 
ly Ghoſt upon it, what 
was the caule of it, that 
ſo good a man after Gods|Wl is n 


own heart ſhould ſo much|fl ho; 
miſtake himſcelte, and the plai 
ſafety of his people, as toll leaf 
number them at ſuch all hag 
time £ Saith the Text,|} jmt 
2Sam.24.The wrath of the\Þ and 
Lord was provoked againſt\f the 
Iſrael, and hee ſtirred up 
David if number the pet-|ÞÞ is a 
| ple. The provocationsof |) fon 


Ifracls 
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hath Iſrael provoked God to 
 like'f Rir up Devid to take ſuch 
$ Arey 2 courſe, as ſhould bring 
fall. plague that ſwept away 
* || ſeventy thouſand of the: 
ole, So that you ſee for the 
nave iniquities of /acob,and for 
 the|f the finnes of the houſe of 
D | Iſrael is all that evill that 
ho-[Kat any time befalls a 
vhat| Church or Common- 
that\l wealth, and thereforeit] = 
50as\f is not mect that Go b | 
uch\F ould ſpeak all his mind | 
the plainly to thoſe, at the 
Ss TO! leaſt not alway,that have 
h a/FF had their hands ſo much 
ext, imbrued in the very fins 
*1he\Y and miſerics of the times 
F themſelves. 
As when the ſtomack | 5;9,;/.. 
'E is annoyed with ;trouble-| 
ſome vapours and my 
| I mors, | 


—- — 


"= 


The ſtay of 


| 


' 


| Mors, they eaſily ſtrike cor 


9 —— 


into the head : even ſo ith] the 


fared with this people. It 
is in every Common. 
wealth, as it was in D4 
vids Common-wealth; 
Iſrael had provoked God 


I ſuc 
and 
[ to | 

Go, 
his} 


a thouſand to one-, that} :y 0 


that people at that time 
were lick of the very 
ſame diſcaſe that Davi 
laboured on,for they be. 
gan to ſwell inthe multi. 
tudeof their people, an 
intheſtregth of that mul 
titude, and the great ſuc 
ccſle which God had gi 
ven David ; hee had 
fought many great bat 
tels when they inſtead 0 
thankfulneſſe and meek 
neſſe of heart, began to 
have ſwelling and prond 


COfl- 


——c 


this 
V 
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I the faithfull. 


ſtrike] conccits,theſe ſtruck into 


n ſoit] the head, and Dawid had |. 


ple. It] ſuch an apprehenſiontoo; 
imon-il] and ſo hee takes acourſe 


— 


in D«Þ to bring a heavy hand of 


calth;} God upon himſclfe, and 
d Godfi his people; for the iniqui. 
., that :5'of the houſe of Tacob 15 all 
t time] 1415. 

e very When as God would 
Davilf render a reaſon why he 
.& divided the Kingdome of 
multi. Solomon, and parted tex 
fl Tribes of it to Teroboam 
Y his ſeryant ; .444jah tells 
him the reaſon, becauſe 
Solomon had - thus and 
had thus provoked God with 
Aſbtaroech and Baal, and 
off ſome others, as it is 1 
© Kings 11.31,32,33. ASH 
off be ſhould ſay, the people 
i of God, even his owne 


zr |} 


| 
; 


iKing.11., 
31, 32333+ 
| 


I2 ele& 


| 


i. 


* 


their finnes many times} 
provoke God to make 
the greateſt changes and 
alterations'tbat are at any 
timewrought either ina 
Church -or Common. 
wealth. 

When the holy Ghoff 
would tell you a reaſoi 
of that great change inf 
the Chriſtian world, wh 
the foxre Angels ſhould: 
| be looſed from the r/woY 
| Euphrates,as the moſt Inf 
terpreters {not onely the 
moſt judicious, but gene 
rally others) take it, whe | 
| he would ſhew the reaſon 
why God ler looſe the 
| Turkes and Satatins ,"'4 
barbarous people, to 0- 
vercome all the Churdy 


of 


. 
4 


— 
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vat of Iſrac], to make waſte 
oe. 'and deſolate all the San- 
nal Quary of God, I mean all 

by | the blefled Congregati- | 
” = | ons of Chriſtians ; when 
"hc would render a reaſon 
* ' of this, hee tels us in the | 
Þ latter:end, hee would ſtir ! 
J up a brutiſh people, that 

| had eyes and ſce nor, that 

, | had cares and heare not, | 
that had mouths and | 


# ſpcake not, but were ra- | 


HoulY| ther images and trunks of 


+ ' men then men 34 bar ba- 
In rows nation, that were ra- 
Y ug ther bulks of mcn then 
"Y: had any ſpirits in them. 
IH! The reaſon was, be- 
ealolÞ cauſe the Chriſtian world, 
e the Gods own ſervants, were 
"2 *F growne devout in the 
wor ſhipping of images, for 
| Li 3 yet 


| 


yet ſaith hee, they rurnuf 
not from their goas of gold, 
and of wood, and iron, and 
of ftone, wherewith they 
bad provoked God, and fo 
hee cauſed a barbarous 
Nation to.triumph ova 
them, Revel. 9. 14. S0 
that you ſhall figde this 
ever to bee true, that the 
very finnes of G ODS 
Church , eſpecially. the 
Ele& , have commonly 
ſhattered al the good that 
otherwiſe they might 
have found in their pl# 
ces where thcy be. | 
I conſider now when! 
I ſpeake, for I would bee 
loath to ſpeake ſo where 


'every man ſhould appre- 


hend mee, that the ſer- 
vants of GOD arethe 
preateſt! 


— 


the faithfall. 


8 greateſt treſpaſſers in a 
$i Kingdome,and that their 
E| ſinnes are greater then o- 
$| ther mens be, God for- 
#| bid that I ſhould thinke 
ſo, or that any ſhould be- 
I | leeveit ſo; but my mea- 
ning is to let Gods ſer- 
vants know, agreat num- 
ber wherof I hope heare 
me this day, that what- 
ſoever the finnes of a 
Common-wealth bee, 
God regards not all the 
prophannefle, andallthe 
wickedneſle that is in a 
Common- wealth ; God 
lefſe regards it, although 
the ſfinne be fouler, then 
hee doth even ſmall fai- 
lings in his owne ſer- 
vants, whoſe examples 
are ſuchas doe leade on 
I 4 further \ 


+ + 
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remand ' 


further evills ina Church be h; 
and Common-wealth, to| thin] 
the deſtruction both off 9th 
themſelyes and others. [00 

Would you know the _ 
reaſon why it pleaſed] |coul 
Gedco ſend a ſore famine*hex 


| upon the land of Canaan, Y YE 


that ſhould reach likes} 
wiſe to Egypt, ſo thart al- 
moſt there was no bread 
to be found fix yeares to-} 
oether ; The firſt yeare| 
they made a ſhift, but! 
then all their proviſion! 
was ſpent, and the next 
yearethey muſt haſtento| 
Egypt if they would live;| 
Why ſtand you gazing ont 
npon another, {aith 14cob,| 
get you downe into Egypt 
and buy food; It ſhewes 
that there was no {ood hs 

c 
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 thefairbfal, | 


rch Ybe had bur there. What | 
2, to| thinke you wasthe Cauſe 
| "of of that great diſtreſle up- 
s. fon thoſe two Nations 
"oh | Canaan, and Egypt? none 
1ſed| | could dee found: though 
Kine] che people were but ſmal, 
4an, yet the Nations were 
ke. great. Doubtleſſe, for 
e a1. the iniquity of the houſe of 
read = 14c0b was that, and for the 
sto- 0 /i» of the ſennes Iſrael, 
care. Becaule they dealt cra- 
but elly with Toſepb, and ſold 
Y him, it was neceſſary that 
J they ſhould follow him | 
and) gocallinto Egypt af- 
.Wtcr him; and it was ne- 
ceſlary chat they ſhould | 
goe by this meancs, and | 
that captivity ſhould | 
bring them all to repen- 
tance ; dh ſo wiſe! y | 


orde- | 


CE IIE: + 
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1a gracious and ſweet 


cept 
witl 
find 
Mo! 
hay 
ther 
Ch 


ordcring the matter with 
his brethren, he handled 
them ſo, that he left none 
till hee had brought all 
their hearts low, by ſuch 


frame, that if there were 


dcli 
ple : 
he, 

by li 


| any mcancs under heaven 
of their converfton , it 
was his conference and 
the courſe that hee took 
with them to ſhew thogl E/a) 
their finne, and to bring waſt 


them on to repentance. ſand 
So ina word, you thafff give 
are acquainted with the ver 
Hiſtorics of the-Comf} all 
mon-wealths, with theſl ver 
greateſt Monarchies tha | Chi 
ever the world ſaw, dof you 
y0u but obſerve them} Paw! 
.nd ( you ſhall neverunf] ort! 
4cr{tand them well, ex-ſ| cver 
cept 


II ent > an 


the faithfall. 


with{| cept you readeScriptures 
idledfſ] with them) you ſball 
noneff] fade that the greateſt 
he all Monarchics in the world 
 ſuchf} have beene advanced, ci- 
ſweet ther for ſcourges to God's 
were] Church, or elſe for the 
eavenfl deliverance of his peo- 
n, i} ple: For your ſakes, faith | 
he, it is that I ſet up Ba- 
took by lon, and pull it dowae, 
ol E/ay 43-14. becauſe thou 
bring waſt preciousin my fight, 
ce, Rand honourable, I baye 
u thaſf given Nations for thee, 
h chell verſe 3. The reaſon of 


——— 


Zomf all Gods Providence o- 
ll ver the world is for his 
Church ; and S. Pau/tels | 
you, that whether it bee | 
hem] Paul, or Apolio,or Cephas, | 
-r un ſj] or the world, or whatſo- | 
J, ex] cyer, all is yours, 1 Cor.| 


e2Ze 


$ ena 
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Iſai 43.14. 


Vetſc 3, 
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x Cor,z. | 3.22.and you are Chriſts 


-and Chriſt is Gods ; God 


ſo orders all States and 
Common- wealths, and 


[the great Monarchs of 


the world, all their tur. 
nipgs to and fro, allare 
ordercd ſo farre as God 
ſees may bee for the 


| Churches good. 


The Church many 


= ; l 
| | rimes is accounted a {itil 
| focke, and ſo it is, andis 


| world, but God hath ever 


meancly cſtecmed in the 


that eye to it, that for the 


| Churches ſake he <ſ{pect 


ally alters all the Srates, 
not in Chriſtendome on. 
ly, butin the world, 
That is the fi:ſt-reaſon, 
why God doth thus hold 
off his people from 


knowing! 


_—— nad 


hriſts 
» God 
S and 

and 
hs of 
ir tur. 
all are 
, God 
r the 


many 
little 
and is 
ia the 
1ever 
5r the 
ſpeci 
rates, 
1C Of, 


aſon, 
hold 
from 
wing! 


| 


the faithfull. 


'ſkould better conſider 


| doc withthem, 


[knowing what hce will 


doe with them, becauſe 
it is for their ſakes, for 
their ſinnes, that it comes 
to, paſſe, that the King- 
domes in which they live 
are expoſed to ſo much 
danger,and therefore it is | 
meet, that firſt they 


themſelves, before they 
know whatthe Lord will 


And a ſccond reaſon 
may be this, That ſo hee 
might give them occaſli- 
on-ſomething further to 
humble themſelves be- 
fore him, to lament their 
owne finne, and to mourn | 
forthe fins of the times | 
in which they live, and 


then GOD 1s wont to 
| _Ipecake| 


41 
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ſpeake more comfort ; I, 
EXek,4. when as his peo- 
le had mourned in ſc- 
cret, for all the abomi- 
nations of the place the 
livedin, then God ſends 
a man to marke them in|} 
their foreheads , and be- 
cauſe that was but ſecret, 
among the angels, that is, 
among the Leaders of | 
the Babylonian Heaſt ( for'fi 
that I make account is the 
Prophets meaning , hee 
would ſcnd his angell 
with the Babylonian Ar- 
my,) yet they were ſogui- 
ded, that victorious Na- 
tion that they hurt none 
of them upon whom the 
marke was ſet, yet hee 
reſts himſclke not with 
chat, but hee bids the 


Pro. | 


| rhe faithfull. 
; LF phet tEll them, that hee 
would bee a ſancuary 
to them that did thus 
moure. 
Toſiasbegan to reform 
moſt comfortably, and 
gloriouſly , ſo that the | - 
hearts of Gods people 
were refreſhed marvel- 
lonſly, ſecing ſo young 4 
| Prince, ſo hopcſull, ſuch 
an inſtrument of Gods | 
ſervice ; they little con- 
fidered the danger of the 
7, that was left, as 
the Prophet ſpeaks in the 
beginning of the third 
Chapter of this Prophe-' 
lie, 43 5, 6. verſes, they | <P. 3+ 
little confidered thatthey ne 
had not yet begun to 
mourne in $:8x forthe a- 
| bominations, but thei 
menu: hes 
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mouthes were - full : of 
thankſgiving , and their 
hearts were full of prai- 
ſes, and it may bee there 
was a little pride joyned. 
| with ittoo, to ſec ſo hap.) 
| pya ſtate of Church and 
| Comon- wealth as there! 
' was, and therefore God! 
' will not tell chem what! 
' kee will doe in the times! 
| of publike calamity;they! 
muſt looke backeto what 
they have done, or elſe 


| 


| they ſhall be uncertaine. 


Other reaſons I might; 
give you ,of this point, 
but I ſhould hold you 0- 
ver long if Iſodid ; And 
therefore becauſe there 
is ſome thing further re- 


maines to bee ſpoken, let 


me ina word make uſe of 
this. And 


"= thefaithful, | 45, 


—— 


And it may ſerve to| Ye. 
teach Gods ſervants, c-| 
ven Gods owne ele! 
people, the meeke ones of 
d 1} tbe earth, you that have. 
wrought ſome judge- 


| 


ment ( taking judgement 
as the Hebrew phraſe doth, 
for the right ordering of 
your ſelves and yours) I| - 
lays you are in the times 


of publike danger,when-| 
ſoever your hearts put | 
you to ſuch ftands and 
queſtions as theſe bee ; | 
What ſhall we now doe? 
or,-what thinke you will 
become of us? or, what! 
will the iſſue of this bee 2 
Bee ſurethento begin to 
thinke what the reaſon is, 
why God doth not (peak 
plainly to you, thatin de-! 
livering | 


—— 


dclivering he will deliver 
you, and hide you, what- 
ſocyer become of the bo. 
dy of the Nation ; why 
doth not God, or your 
owne hearts ſay thus, or 
one of you ſpeake ſo to 
another ? ſee if it bee not 
becauſe your ſ{clyes have 
had ſome hand in the 
publike evils ofthe time 
that wee com plaineof 
much, -It behoves God 
people ina ſpeciall mar 

ner to have an cyecto tha 
as ever you deſire to ſee 
good dayes, and to” bet 
ſecure and protected it 
the evill houre, be care 
full that you doe not one 


ly mourne for the finnesf 


of the time you live in, 
that God may ſay to you; 
hee 


——_— 
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the faithfull. 


hee will. bee a little ſan- 
*|uary to you whereſoc- 
-Fver you come, but bee 
ſure you come to this 
paſſe, to ſee what iniqui- 
ty in you might cauſe all 
thoſe ills, that you feare 
at any time. 

Never trouble you 

the your ſelves ſo muchwith 
"che ſins of others, what- 
ff locver they may bee, 
ug though they be never ſo 
hainous, and never ſo 

S monſtrous, but labour ts 
bee exerciſed with your 

= owne5 for though God 
ol require that his ſervants | 
ſhould bee humbled for | 
all the abominations that | 

| their eyes ſee, and that | 
their cares heare, yetthe| 
ficſt care that hee would 
have | 


{ IE 


The ſtay of 


2 Chro.19 


have us take 1s, to. pull 
the beame out of our owh 
eyc, that wee pull finne 
and iniquity . out of - out 


Common-wealth where. 
in wce doc,or maylive, 1s 
like to fare the worſe fot 
our ſakes. 

The time was, when 
the enemies invaded the 
Kingdome of 7udes, i 
Tehoſaphats reigne, butit 
was 1n a very unhappy 
ſcaſon for themſelyes, as 
inthe Chapter before ap. 


peares, 2 Chroy, 19:"Yol 


| ſhall reade that Tehoſa- 


phat had ſent his Nobles, 


| and the Prieſts throvgh 


all the Cities of 1udah, 
and planted faithfull Ze. 
Vites to teach the people 


the 


_—— 


I L 


own hearts, whereby theſl| 


| 


$|.in the 17. and 19. Chap- 


th faithful. 


the counſel! of God, and 


Judges, and Officers to 
execute judgement, Now 


:2rs,and inthe beginning | 
of the 20, "Chapter, it 
comes to paſſe that there 
the Holy Ghoſt tells us 
of a great company of 
Nations, as thick as the | 
ſands onthe Sea for mul. | 
titude come and invade 
Indah; they come in a; 
poore time for their own 
ends; for they were no. 
fooner ready to invade. 
the Church,but upon the | 
prayers of 7choſaphat all | 
their Souldiers turne one | 
againſt anothers fides, 
and without any ſtroake 
of the King of 1udah, or 
bis Souldicrs, — as | 

irt 


f 


| 


D 


2 Chron. 
30.31. 
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found 


dirt upon the carth, and 
periſhed as dung, 2 Chroy, 
20, But ſurely had they 
the State and 
Church in worſe order, 
then it might have beene 
feared- what the iſſue « 
that warre would have 
beeae. 

Reade the like of He 
zthkiah, 2 Chron. 30.31. 
hee ſpent his endeavour 
ſtrongly in the reaſoning 
of things amiſſe, both in 
the Church and Com 
mon- wealch, and in ſet 


ting the Ordinances ol 


God in their purity, ſaith 
the Text ; But after theſe 
things, and the cſtabliſh- 
ing thereof (marke that 


phraſe) comes. Zenache- 


r7i6 with. an Hoaſt © 
| one 


one hundred cighty five 
thouſand againſt the peo. 
ple ; but alas, hee comes 
in an evill time, for his 
owne purpoſe, for hee 
takes the Church of God 
whenit was in good or. 
der, when they dic ſeeke 
Gods face, every orere- 
forming his evill way, 
and turning from the 
corruption that was in 
their hearts, and hands, 
and we ſce all his purpo- 
{cs were broken, and da- 
ſhedropicces,and if there 
fy had becn tcnne hundred 
| times ten thouſafe, that 
had come againe and a- 
gaine, they had broken 
| themſelves againſt the 
g Church, as water is bro- 
i \ken againſt a Rock, 

at 


LE 
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at that time. 


of God are found inthe 
failings, and in their fin 
thenthe enemies that 


mightily, they goe © 
conquering with gre 
ſucceſle, and all becauk 
there is ſomething th 
God ſecs amiſle in hi 
| on ne ſervants ; they 
| need to bee taught, ati 
| need to bee nurtured, ti 
' ſee their owne failing 
| better, that ſo their it 
| quitics might not beth 
owne ruine, nor hurt the 
place, or Common 
wealth where they li 
In, 
| - $6 long as ever th 
' peopleof God did fea 
eye 


But when the peopk 


ſtrong, they prevaik 


en 1 
vill & 
kirts 
EF. 


Find, 


ever 
rawil 
fie it 
perf 


Y, an 
nce 


hurc 
clina 
@ tC 
Ives 
ance, 
ance 

ition. 
oArit 
ance 
f th 
hurc 
prung 


the faithfull, 


en the appearance of 
Svill this way, and the 
kirts and circumſtances 
Bf ſuperſtition in this 
Find, ſo long there was 
-Wcver any ſuch feare of 
rawing on any ſuch he- 
fie in dorine,any ſuch | 
rſtition, and Idola- 
y, and falſe worſhip as 
Wnce hath invaded the 
hurch: but through the 
clination of Gods peo- 
e to tolerate * them- 
Ives in this circum- 
ance, and that circum- 
ance leading to ſuper- 
ition, to corruption in 
WoQrine , or to the gui. 
-"Wance and goyernment 
mf the affaires of the 
hurch, from that hach| 
Wrung whatſoever dan-| 
K ger\ 


withall. 
ly God firſt lookes 
|ſenceof the Lord, ſet 


that wee humble (« 
| foules more, each 
of us before the Lt 
that ſo there may not! 
| that in Gods owney 
| ple that may caule | 
| thus to wheele about 
| whole fabrick+ of 

| State, as ſonie timesG 
doth, and indeed off, 
| For mine owre pat 
' would not feare all 
' crying and hainous fi 
o_ at any time, an 


| more judgement , 
| 


|ger and feare it is thatg 
of you are now cxercil&he h; 


And therefore certa 
this, that you inthe pt 


more righteouſneſle, a 


YOu 


ple tc 
cents 
cart 
he li\ 
Dnes, 
arth, 
df ſp 
mes 
earc 
tand) 
ce, t 
peed: 
dreac]| 
e wi 
he fin 
he < 
une. 
er wi 
dnein 
her, t 
he y 


Natal 


= 1 
kes 


he pithe lives of Gods choſen 
leÞ@pnes, the mzeke ones of the 
W47th, let to ſuch a frame 


Wee, there would bee a 


reaches; Foritis as ca- 


cr with him to knock off 


any he whole body of the | 
K2 "Church : 


. "8d fairhfull 


YOU groan under, were: 
ercilfhc hearts of Gods peo-| 


ple tender , our judge» 
ents cleare, and our 
carts cleanſed ; were 


df ſpirit, as God ſome- 
imes gives, I would not 
eare but that notwith- 
tanding all che fins you 


peedy healing of all our 


e with God to change 
he finnes of the time, as 
he calamitics of the 
ime. It is an eafie mat 


dne inſtrument after ano- 
her, till he have brought 


Hy 
; rpms —mg 
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Church and State quiethſ 
and ſafely to ſuch a bleſf 
ſed frame of things, ag 
that the mountaineg .,, 
might bring peace , 20d yngn 
the little hills joy to God judg 
people; And till Gody| gif 
choſen ones take ſomy| ac 1f 
care with their own 2s 9, 
hearts this way, that nd 
thing may fume up fro! 
them, there will be lit 


| hope that ever you Ini 
| ſce the Common-wealt 
| and the State in order, o 
| therwiſe then your ſel 
| with gricf perhaps ſeeltY | 1. 
| Thinke not that ti | &s 
| people of God are a ſmiff pv. 
\number, and are littff | ;h. 
|confidering others. | hee. 
[truth it may bee theyaſ 4c 
ſo in the cyes of ; 


— 


the faithfull. 


—Jbut I tell you they arcall 
wet] that God conſiders in the 
 blelÞ world, hee conſiders not 
59 WJ ill the world beſides in 

compariſon ofthem, and 

| upon the healing of the] 
judgement, or the pra- 

Riſe of his ſervants, it is 

J as uſuall with God to do| 

'aS great Matters as ever ; 

[were ſcene in the caith, | 

and certainly he will doe : 

[as great matters in the | 

| worid ſtill for the hcaling 

| ofthem, That isthe ficſt 

\thing;Gods people muſt 

{criouſly adviſe with| 

| themſclves. | 

| Secondly, after they] . 
ave healed themſelves, 
they muſt mourne for 
the abominations of the 
place they live in, and ſay 
3 as 
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| 


|as Tehoſaphat , Wee know 


| not what to doe, but our eyes 


* | are to thee, O Lord, God 


| 


oft holds his people in 
ſuſpenſe { for this rcaſoa) 
that their eyes might bee af 
| bim, when they have ot- 
: dered their 1] pirits aright, 
't0 fee the Holy One of I: 

rat ; when their eycsart 
| upon him, as the eye of 
ſeryant is upon his Maj 
; ſter. andas the eye of a 
| maid is on her Miſtris, 
then hee will doe it, that! 
we ſhall ſee his ſalvation; 


-| wee ſhall never need to 


lay our hands to the 
worke, God will worke 
it, you ſhall ſtrike no 
| troake, for the battell is 
' the Lords and not yours; 
God will provide that, 

though 


— — — — —_——_— 


the faithfulk 


4 (#: 
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- 
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though the enemies be as 
mountains, they ſhall be 
cleft as waters that fall 
from a ſteep rock. So 
much ſhall ſerve to have 
ſpoken of the firſt, 

There isa ſecond point 


remaines, let mee briefly | 


handle it, and it is this : 
That the poſſibility of the 
ſecarity of Gods people, (or 
Fifyou will give me leave 
to ſpeak it as I defire to 
J doc with thzt reverence 
© as becommetrh the word, 
takeit thus :) The halfe- 
promiſes of God for the ſe. 
curity,or touching the ſecu. 
rity of hy people is a ſufſs 
cient reaſon, and ought to 
be an eff eetuall motrue 10 
; 44s FO rentw O0nr repentance, 
faith -and obedience , and 

K4 patience, 


- 


-M he ſlay of 


' wrath : forthere are tw 


patience.Letme ſhew youſ;4.am 
all out of the words, 

Firſt, halfe promiſes I * 
call ſuch as this in th 
Text,1t may be you ſhall i 
hid inthe day of the Lordi 


things that goe to the ac Ge 
complithment of a prof .,.,, 
miſe: oe 7 
One is the power of 5 al 

him that made iti 
1: ol phct 
The other is his wilf (c4 
__ "© inperforming it, {| c1.,. 
God tels us of his po c...: 
wer that it is poſſible, i . 
may be done, 1t may bt; - 
heels us not certainly,1F| 1. 
hiding 1 will hide yea, bu "goſe 


It may be; that is onely a0 [,v.. 
expreſſion of his power :Y| 1c. 
and you have many ſuch 
expreſſions in Scripture, 


you! 


TD —— O_o _ we _—_—— << > <A 
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"| ob faithful. | 61 ; 


you may take notice of | | 
"YO them it you pleaſe, and 
*.. you ſhall find it helpfull 
in opening of manyScrip- 
[tures: you ſhall find theſe 
halfe promiſes expreſſed 
Fithree wayes in Scrip- 
ture. 

Sometimes God onely 
expreſſeth his power, and 
not his w#//at all. As whe 
Amaziah asked the Pro- 
phet what houldbecome | | 
of his hundred talents of 
filver that hee had given 
for ſouldiers,z ChroFi25.| 
9, The King had hireda|.;,,. 
hundred thouſand ſoul-| 
diers of Ifracl, with an 
hundred talents of ſilver, 

/ UF that they might fight for 
him. The Prophet and : 
F\ God too tooke it ill that | 
wu K 5 he - | 


0 9— OG 
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The ſtay of 
hee ſhould hire ſuch kind 


peace with all: and there- 
tore ſend them home, 
faith he : bat what ſhall I 
| doe for the filver ? (ſaith 
| the King) all is loſt, they 
| will never givcit mee a- 
' gaine. Take no care, faith 
| the Prophet, God g able 
| ogive it thee againe : this 
' is a half promiſe, becauſe 
; here is an exprefhon of 
| Gods power, but not 0 
| his will, 

{ Inlike manner S. Pal 
| ; exhorts tae Corinthians 
| ' that they would be boun-! 
; tifull to the poore Saints 
at Jeruſalem 5; why ſo! 
| Saith he, My God #able| 
| 10 fulfill all your neceſcitits 
| according to his rich plea: 


2s + - ſare,! 


> —— —_—”—— 


a 


: 


ure, 


| of men, God is not atfihalfe 


poſtle 
ent EC 
them. 
So! 
preſſe 
aboth 
of co 
certai 
ſaith | 
be,or 
the Lt 
leave 
him * 
there 
veh, 
| the L 
repen 
Iona 
Who 

| WOT« 
's 


= 


wre,z Cor. 8.9. Hereisa 
It atfhalfe promiſe,and the A. 
poſtle thinks it a ſuffici- 
Mme, lent encouragement to 
all ]Fthem., 

Sometimes God ex- 
heyſpreſſeth theſe promiſes 
e af another way,with words 
aithYof contingency and un- 
able certainty, as when hee 
ths faith in the Text, 7t may 


t offl /eave a blefiing behind 
him ? Teel 2,14. Or as 
there is the like of Nzwe- 


ans eh, Who kaowes whether | 


El the Lord will returne and 


UN-! 

nts Þ repent, that we periſh not ? 
of Ionah 3.8 9. Who knows ? 
ble Wi ho can tell ? theſe arc 


| words of contingencic. 
Sometimes God « x- 
| prefſeth 


: 


be,or Who can tell whether | 


Lpel 2, 14. 


| 


= 
— —— 
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Jon.3.8,9. : 


. 


II 


. Y 


be 
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Num. 14.3 


re __ 


| preſſeth theſe halfe pro 


| 
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miſes with a- condition 
with a three-fold cond 
tion. 

Sometimes on Goc 
part, 1f the Lord love w 
and delight in us, he wil 
bring us unto that gi 
land, Num.14.8. If th 
Lord take pleaſure in mit 
and if 1 have found favm 
with him, he will bring m 
tothe Arke, that 1m 
ſee it and the Tabernack 
2 Sam.15.25,26. Here 
a promiſe with a conditi. 
on of fayour on. God 
part. 

Sometimes the cond 
t10N 1S ON Our part, 1f thy 
ſonnes walke _ 
and doe theme. 1 King! 
9.4,5, 6. This is a pro-| 

po miſe! 


- RC CCC 


the farthful, | 
+0600 Bs 


miſe with - condition on 
our part. | 
Sometimes the condi- 
tion depends upon the 
part of the thing promi- 
ſed; as when Ged promi- 
ſcth a thing in caſc it be 
good for us, And no good 
thing will hee with-hold, 
Pſal.84.11. Pſal,84.r2 
Now all theſe kind of 
promiſes, whether God 
expreſſe his power only, 
or both his power and his 
will in a contingent man. 
ner, or if God promiſe 
with a condition on his 
part,or on our part,or on 
the part of thggghings 
themſelyes, all"thcſe I 
account halfe promiſes , 
becauſe they are not ab- | 
ſolute and certaine to us. | 
| Againe,| 


| ee rr I CCR 


| ee 


1 


_ ſtay of 


, 


Agpaine,a!l of them arc 
| ſuch as ought to be cffe. 
| all motives to ſtir us 
upto all duties. 

For firſt, let me prove 
it from the Text. When 
Zephany exhorts them to 
ſecke the Lord,that is the 
duty of repentance ; for 
no man will ſceke the 
Lord, but he that fecles a 
want of him: no man 
ſeckes but for that that he 
 feeles theneed of in ſome 
| meaſure , either altoge- 
| ther, orin part;therefore 
| hee cxho1ts then to re- 
| pentance, and hee exhorts 
;themig@ Faith in their re- 
pemance ;- for no man 
{ſcekes the Lord, till by 
faith we have found him ; 
repentance ſccks him, but 

ſeeking 


—_— 


SY 


| 


the faithful. 


ſeeking "by "faith findes 


him, 

And to ſeek judgement 
and meekneſſe, implyes a 
praQice of the dutics of 
obedience; 1ndgementand 
meekneſſe,that is,paticnce 
and milgneſle of ſpirit in 
all dangers that befall us. 

Seek all theſe: upon what | 
ground * 7t may be you 
fhall be hid in the day of | 
the Lords wrath. So that | 


you ſce this is and ought | 
to be a ſufficient reaſon, | 
or elſe the Lord would | 


not uſe it: the holy Ghoſt 
uſcth this reaſon, who 


cannot but reaſon divine- | 
[ly and cffcRually, and | 

| thereforc ſurcly the rea- | 
[ſon i is forcible & good, if | 
it be _— apprehen- | 
de ed. But 


—_—_—_— 
TS I I Es EY I I Ao as 


2 Chr. 25, 
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But I might bring ma. 
nycxamples for all. Doth 
not 7oel exhort the peo. 


with faſting, weeping, & 
| mourning © Who can tell, 
| faith he, whether the Lord 
| will leave a bleſſing behind 
| hins ? Hee exhorts them 


| to the duty of repentance: 


' and humiliation upon this 


 ground,upon a halfe pro- 
miſe, Who can tell, &c, 


So concerning the ſolver, 
2 Chron.25. God 'is able to 
give thee more, therefore 
| thou muſt obey. God is, 
able #0 doe it, he doth not! 
ſay hewil/l doc it, and it. 
may he he never did,(for 


| the-Kings heart was not 


right with the Lord) but 
he is able to doc it,and he 
wauld| 


| —— 


- DASLILD- ——— TEBL— oem ene > Oo Se rr 


ple to. turne to the Lord} 


x | 


| the faithfull. 

would"haye his will ful- 

filled , whether hee did 

or no, 

And ſo the King of 
Nineveh, he turned from 

his cvill wayes, and cx- 

horted all the people to 

doe ſo, to repent and re- 

forme. Why 2 Who can: 

tell but that the Lord will 

repent of the ewill ? Tonah Tonab 3.8. 
"ol #4 | 

”" It is a wondrous help 

to the faith of a Chriſti- | 

an, when he ſees there is 

a power it God to helpe. 

him: for Tehsſaphat works' 

uponthat, 0ur eyes are up» 


|| | onthee,and thou haſt given 


this Natien to Abraham, 
&c.and it is all one with 
God to ſave with many or 


| few, therefore wee waite | 


upon | 


—— —— Dol LAOS eo ates. 
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| upon thee* for 'delive- 

rLranQcc. | 
| So Moſes, heturnes to. 

God,and renewes his hu-. 
; Mmiliation before him 
| With a peradventure I ſhal 
| find favour at the hands of | 


. | God, Exod.z2. 


Dan.3.17. 


' And tor the patience 
' of Gods pcoplc,and their 
conſtancy and obedience 

| together, we havea ſpe- 
 ciall example, Dan.3.17. 
| Oh King, wee are not care- | 
| full to anſwer thee in this 
| warter : our God whom we 
' ſerwe is able to deliver ws, | 
| and he will del1wer us ont | 
of thy hands : but if nat, 

| c.Marke, they begints| 
| Conccive a poſſibility that 
' he could, and ſome incli- | 
| nationof his will towards 


| it, | 


the faithfull. 
it, butif net, know that | 
| we will not fall downe be-| 
fore thine Image. They 

| {trengtheo themſelves in 

their courage and obedi- | 
| ence, by faith in the Al- 
| mighty. | 
| The ſervants of God 
| have ever been wrought | 
upon, though they have | 
had but a conditionall 


©-| —_—_ , though they 
7. | |have had but a perad- 
6 || venrure tor their ſacou-| 
75 || ragement, 7# may be, it © 


| poſeble, thoughthey have | 


#, | | had no more but a poſſib:= 
wi} | ity, it hath ſtayed their 

f,| Þ | faith, and renewed their | 
O| F | repentance,and quickned | 


their obedience, aad fra- | 
| med them to patience 6 


| meekneſſe, and all holy | 
ſub- | 
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ſubmiſſion. upon - this 
ground, Jt may be the 
Lord will doe this and 
that for us,thus returning 
to him. 
Why halfe' What might be the 
prone .| reaſon why this expreſ. 
fall, | fion of God , when hee 
makes but ahalfe promiſe, 
is and ought to be ſuch! 
an effcQuall argument to, 
ſtay the ſoule? 
Reaf. 1.\ Thereaſon of it brief. 
ly is taken, Firſt from th 
true meaning of God, 
when he cxpreſleth him- 
| ſelfe ehus : though he tell] 
| them, 7t may be you hall. 
| be hid , yet he meanes you 
ſhall certainly be hid, and 
' I will undoubtedly deli. 
| ver you. For though hee 
ſpeaks thus ambiguouſlly, 


and 


_—__ 


OO thefaithfſul, 


——_ 
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and accordingly reports | 
it to the conſciences of 
his people, and leaves. 
them in ſuſpence, that 


| they ſhall not know what | 
| good hee,will doe with | 


them, at the leaſt till they | 
have purged out thoſe | 
evils that have provoked 
him to diſpleaſure, and. 
have humbled them- | 
ſelves for their failings. | 
Yet the very truth is, | 
whenſoever God ſpeaks, 
It may begthat very may be 
is a certainty in the lan- | 
guage of the holy Ghoſt: 
So Noel interprets it, 7oel 
2.12,13.to the 18. Turne 
to the Lord with all your 
hearts, with faſting, weep- | 
ing, and mourning : Who 
can tell whether the Lord 
will 


loel 2, 12, 
Il'3, 


EE Ee en es ee ee rs tents tm 


—— 


| will returne , «nd repent 


| him of the evill ? Marke 
it, there he ſpeaks as if it 
| were certain, and cxpref. 
[ſeth himſelfe in the next 
words poſitively and pe- 
remptorily, He will return 
and be mercifull,and leave 
a bleſſing behind him, 
For this word 7t may 


be, as good Interpreters 
expound it, is not a voice 
of doubt,buta word of gi- 
_ a good intimation| 
and hope of incourage-| 
ment in what -God will 
doe:ſo that if the ſervants 
of God did but belecye, 
it would reach that that 
themſelves defire : For 
conſider brethren, who it 
is that ſpeaks , and to 
whom ; it is the Lord 

' God, 


| 


ow 
"og 


T5 
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N | the fatthfull. | 


| God;to his humble meck 
| ones ; and it is no more 
than ifa father ſhould ſay 
to his child thus: Go doe 
this and that, labour. for 
mee in this and that ſer- 
vice, and zt mzay be I will 
not enely pardon ſuch a 
failing, wherein you have 
provoked mee, but I will 
beſto:s ſuch a Mannor or 
| Lordihip on you, it may 
| be. 
| The child takes this 
| intimation as not ſpoken 
| Invaine, for though this 
| word be ſuch asa facher 
| may break without falſe- 
hood, yct he cannot doe 
| it withour diſhonour. If 
| he ſprakthus to his child, 
|] will pardon your for- 
| mer fail:ngs,and give = 
| rails. 


—_— 


_ 


| ther,and in vertue of that'll, 


| The ſtay of 
| this, it may be, when hee 
| gives him but a hint of i it, 
Hi father cannot go back 
from that word, and not] 
part from his honour goe 
withall, though he may!|}f * 6; 
doc it without fallſc.\ ge 
hood. his w 
And the reaſon of that\W yirhd 
' is, becauſe the heart of 
| the child ſets his eye up-| 
| on the promiſe of his fa.) 


he workes: and for his fa-! 
| ther to give him a hint, 
'andtro make an overture: 

| of doing that which hee 
never means to doe,were! 

very ſtrange. The child. 

ſti] preſumes that the fa-\ſ 

' ther ever meanes better 

than he ſpeaks, whether\Fyj 

be threaten, or progurny z| 

e 


«|| hs ever preſumes, ifhe 
it, bid him do this and that, 


ck\F| and heedoth it, then cer-| 
ot\' cainly the father will not | 
Uur'l goe backe, | 
ay So in this, God may 
[c- goe back and not falfific 

his word, but he cannot 
nat without ſome diſhonour 
of, to his great Name ; For 
1P-E God to ſet his children 
fa-|Yupon ſuch a courſe of 
hat\Ymreekeneſſe, of righteouſ” 
ta-Wreſe, and of juſtrce, to 
nt, \Wceke him, and expect 
ure} Fromfort from him, if hee 
hee FYpeake thus to his chil- 
re Wren; If you doe ſo, and 
ld 0, 1t way bee you fhall rl 


fad; &c For him to ſer 
ttcr them upon ſucha courſe, 
her|Fwich ſuchincouragement, 


_ 3nd chen never meane to! 


the faithful. | 77 
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_ 


accompliſh it , certainlyſviſec 
it will not ſtand with theſis we 
honour of the Almighty,Welfe 
though.it may ftand withYon 1 
his truth. de eff 
Apaine,it cannot ſtandÞanſe 
with the wiledome 0ffpre « 
God, and the ſatheriſure c 
| love and bounty of GodWlay 0 
| Itisawordof wiledomhen 
| for him to keepe and reÞcop] 
| ſerve ſomewhat that hefſeeke 7 
| will doe, to quicken Mkudgey 
| childrens ciligence, ſave 
| to ſtir, up their {pirits/te ſay 
| more ducty, to bec moifhey 
faithfull,and ſolicitouMFet w 
pleaſe him,this-is/a ſped 
all point-ot wiſedemevi 
| but to make an overtuli 
| and not to performe;Þo the 
| ſtands not with the natulſſh.No! 
| of God , and with Wyhy it 
1 w 


_— 


1 
» 


: 
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the faithfull. 


_——  . / 


ainlySwiſedome wherein hee 
1 thehs wont to exprefle him- 
-hty,fclfe ; that is the firſt rea- 
witiflon why theſe ought to 

de effetuall motives, be- 
ſtanGranſe theſe halfe promiſes 
1c Ofere certaine promiſes of 
herlſure deliverance : Let the 
GodWay of Gods wrath come 
domgrhen it will, if Gods 
nd rÞcople ſet themſelves to 
ut hefceke the Lord, and to ſeek 
cn MIrdgement, when they 
e, AlWaveſought him, though 
rits\iPe ſay, 1t way bce, before 
c moilhey goc to the worke, 
rousFet when they have done 
a ſpelt, then this, If may bee, 
domerill prove a certaine hi- 


zexrull 0g place, a ſure refuge | 


me; Em. 

c natulf-Now a ſecond Reaſon, 

th Wrhy it ought.to be a me- 
wilch -. 


i 
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tive is this; Becauſe 0 ai 
our owne undeſcrving of [leat 
any promiſe from God *"! 
ſo that if wee may have} del 
but the leaſt hint fromf| , + 
God of any mercy , if * « 
eught ſufficiently toff 
work upon us; As the q 
King of Syriaand his ſer ©. 
vants ſaid one to another, tele 
Behold,we have beard tha how 
the Kings of 1(rael ani\ "EC 
\ merciful Kings, It may | "6 


'they will ſave our Jive _ 
| p 


| Jetus goe with ropes #| h : 
| bout our necks, ard bef) ** 7 


| ſeech him to ſhew favour luffi 
to Benhadad, cc, Whit _ 
anſwer received they; 4 

all ol 


1's my brother Benhadad 4 wry 
Live ? they tooke hold off **%! 
[that wor preſently, mj 


werea Benhadad , tho 


———— 


To chefathfoul, | Br | 
| 


0 laid hold upon that, the 

_ i leaſt hint Trarved Ja | 

4 || turne;why? becauſe they | 
[| deſerved hanging. 
| So when the ſervants | 
.4/ of God come beforc him, | | 
- * to the ſhameand guilt of | 
i thel) their frailties, and confſi- 
5« ſer 4cr how little they hove 
her deſerved at Gods hands, 
-11kg4/29v juſtly they bave mc- | | 
'#/ arf{\fieed his wrath that hee | 
may 'threatneth to a Nation; 
lives [when they have the leaſt 
nes 3 hint, ſo much as, It may 
4 4 ke bee 1 will hide you, that 15 
Cave ſufficient, if there be no 
jj, More: In the ſtrength of 
| that wee ought to walke 
1:4 if Your dayes conſtantly, 
old of ſeeking meckeneſle, and 
tightcouſneſle, that wee 
os 'may be hidin the day of 
| Ly Lords 


| 
T 


ee OR 


* rryr—o—_—_ 


the Lords wrath... {| 
Thirdly,: confider thi 
Nature-vof God ;- Go 
declares himſclic ro 1 
| ſes, to bee aboundant i 
| goodneſfe, and in truth 
' z3boundance 1s'not onth 
 vehen a veſſetl'is-ullt 
water, but when-it tu 
' over the banks; The $ 


when it overflowes t 
banks, and ſurrounds 

the Countreys where 
ruas ; Gods goodneſle 
not bounded with ti 
truth of his promiſe, k 
as hee is good in-prom| i 
ling, ſo hee is not onal 
:ru8 in performing, butl 
is 4boundaut intruth; th! 
is, hee: performes all bi 
protaiſe' and - more ; " 


is aboundant in wat tc 


thefaitbfull. 


God fay, 7t may bee, hee 
K [need not - performe his 
promiſe, for his truths 
WF fake; but hee will aboun- 
g\ dantly performe it, for 

his Names fake, for his 
x goodneſle ſake, for his 
vF| wiſedomes ſake that 

S' knowes no bottome, nor 

S' bounds; when he comes 

neg to deale with his ſervants 

and children, to whom 
he. hath made ſo many 
ſweet promiſes in Chriſt 
he knowes no limits. 
This may ſerve there. 
| fore, firff tobe a notable 
my incouragement toall ſuch 
oneyx | poore. Chriſtians, as can 
outh | get little hold of any pro- 

1; ray miſe of God; All that 

111 0 | ever they can reach to is 

' - | this,that their conſcience 
Go | L 4 up- 


pI 


: 
| 
| 
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upholds them* with:3 7: 

may be God will have mer- 
cy wpon my ſoule that I pe-! 
riſh nos ; It may bce hee 
will accept my prayers, 


and the praycrsof many 
j ofhis ſervants, that com- 
mend my cltate to God, 
that my ſoule periſh not 
in the nethermoſt hell; 
It may bee I ſhall finde 
Peace and pardon of my 
finncs, but itis ſo ſtrange 
for me to cxpeR it, ſuch 
[an unworthy wretch am 

I of ſuch a favourat Gods 
| hands, that I darenot cx- 
| peR it; but who can tell 


| whether the Lord will 
| have mercy on my ſoul ? 
' T ell thee brother, if 
| God have reported this 


 tothec, it may be, he will 


| ſhew] 


ET - the Fathful. 


wi 


"OS 
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ſhew.. thee mercy, that 
thou periſh,not, and hath 
formerly framed thee to 
mcekneſſe of heart: So! 


as let GOD doeas hee | 


pleaſe with thee, yet thou 
reſolveſt to ſubmit thy 
neck to the yoake; let 
God doe what hee will, 
thou art mecke in heart, 
and humblein ſpirit , thy 
conſcience is tender, and 
bruiſed,” and ſenſible of 
thy former failings ; and 
yet notwithſtanding all 


thy humiliation, andfeare| 
of Gods diſpleaſure ; all 
thy ſorow of ſoule, and 

ſbame that thou haſt ta- | 
ken to heart; notwith- | 
ſtanding all the care that | 


thou haſt taken in the uſe | | 
of the meancs for inwax 2 | 


Ls. yur! _ 
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peace, yet little is attarN} '' 1 
ned, and thou fhilktrem- 8] 4 
bleſt to thinke what willÞ| :ho 
become of that pooref] wh 
ſoule of thine ; who can} wil 
cell but that the Lordinf] a ſe 
| time will bee mercifullF| its 
| to thee, that thy ſouleV op! 
| may live. 8; baſ 
| I fay, goe home andFj| bei 
; goe with this comforting neſ 
| thy heart, God that hath the 
| ſaid, It may bee, will cer-{ ty} 
| tainly make ic good ; GoP| (pr 
| on and ſceke the- Lord co: 
| ſill, and ſecke meekneſſe;Y ta 
and righteonſneſſe, and} filt 
Judgement ſtill, and feare| dir 
it not, that may bee, will | arc 
; be a certaine deliverance | tht 
a certaine pardoh of fin;}} an 
| acertaine righteouſneſſe] ab 
; and j1udgement, | a 
or Lord 


- the Faithfull. | 


-f} ' Lord faith the Leper, 
MarF:1. 40. If the wilt |Nx.1.40-| 
thou canſt make me cleane; 
8; why ſairh our Saviour, 7 
will,be then cleane, If once 
a ſoule come ina ſence of 
| its owne leprofie, and lay 
open the nakedacſle, and 
baſeneſſe of the diſcaſe 
before God ( the finful. | 
nefſe of it, I meane) for 
the leprofie was but. a 
type of the contagious 
ſpreading of (inne, let us 
come and ſhew our con- 
__ before God, our 
filthy, loathſomic, ſprea- | 
ding evills that our foules | 
are corrupted with, lay | 
them open before God, | 
and tell him, That hee is! 
able to cleanſe thee, | 
5M wants nothing bur | 

a wore! | 


— 


The ftanof © 


a word of grace from 
wit docit, and he will|j- 


| ſpeake to thee, as he did 


totheleper ; [willberbudl 
cleaxe ; thou. mayeſt goe 
home with that word 
cheared, if it bee but a 


| halfe promiſe, lay hold 


upon it ; If God ſpcake 
but the leaſt hint of com- 


| fort, and though thoy 


commeſt with a rope a 
bout thy neck, acknow.: 
ledging thy juſt deſert, 


| yet ler it bee a ſufficient 
| ſtay to thy bcart, to iN 


courage thee ; * 'N 
cth that that hee je. 
not intimate, in the leaſt: 
Lind, if hedid not meage 
to bee as good as his 
word ; but heis abound- 


| 


_——— O— oo 


aatly incoparably more; 
paTaDy he 
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the faithful. 


[he isaboutdant in good- 
- \nefſc and truth, as well as 
| faithfull in goodnefſe and 

truth; - 

| Fora ſecond Uſe, this 
may ſerve to ſtirreup all 
the children of Gad, in a 
ner, to ſeeke 
the Lord, to ſeeke righte- 
ouſueſſe , and judgement, 
and ſeeke meekneſſe , and 
[that in theſe times ; If 
theſe be the times where- 
in we ask, What ſhall wee 
vow doe ? or what dot you 
thinke the Lord will does 
with us ? or what will be 
the iſſue of theſe things ? 
If you have occaſion to 
ak ſuch queſtions in this 
orin after ages, that you 
may .live in; Bchole, I 
| ſay, what the counſel! of 
thc 


rr IT 


———— 


| the holy Ghoſtis,Seek the 
Lord, allyee mecke of the 
earth, that thinke you 
have wrought judgement 
and haye indeed carried 
things well at home, and 
in the countries wherein 
you live: If you have 
wrought judgement, and 
meekneſſe,and righteoul- 
neſſe, marke what the 
Lord preſſeth upon you ; 
Secke the Lord while hee 
may bee found, {ceke him 
more, bee ſenſible of the 
want of Gods preſence, 


| comfortable, and glori- 


ſometimes. you found| 
when you looked firſt af. 
ter him ! Have you not 


The ſtay of. I 


| Oh the bleſſed, and|} 


ous preſence of God,that| 


found a decay of the 


I_ 
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| prace of God fince, orat 
caſt of comfort, that you 
are ſhort of that, that be. 
fore time you enjoyed? 
It you feele the leaſt mea- 
ſure of want, or if you 
fecle no want but conti- 
nue in your firſt ſtanding 
(which is few Chriſtians 
caſe ) far you never ſee 
the face of God ſo clearly 
but you may ſce it more, 
you never received ſuch | 
a meaſure of grace but | 
you have necd of more, | 
to. pacifie, and to pu-| 


CF | rific your conſcicace, to 


ſtrengthen grace, & help 
youto doe that that God | 
calls you to performe. 

Seek the Lord ſtil} ther- | 
fore,and ſeek 15g hteouſnes, | 
content not .your ſclves | 
with 


—E oo 
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| Wayes 


that 
ſought 


with that meaſure of he. 
linefſe that you are come! 
to, butthat your heartand 
life may be more righte- 
ous ; there may be may mz 


of rightcouſheſſe! 


you have not yet! 


for,therefore ſeek 


"7 
ha 


yo 
th: 


kn 
the 


ſtr, 


| Nc 


righteouſneſs more. And | m3 
| whatthough you bec al 


ready growneto heavens! 
ly mcekneſs of ſpirit, and! 
amiablenefſe and ſweet. 
nefſe of heart, fo as you] 
can moderate your anger 
and your heat,and griefe, | 


and your high thoughts, 


andare 


growne meckand 


lowe in your own eſteem, 
and finde reſt to your 
ſoules thereby. 

Bchold, I ſay, ſfecke 


-meckenefſe ſtill, you will 


have | 


Fo 


ſee 


TT” 
come: 
tand! 


ghte- 


naop 
ſneſle 


t yet 
> ſeek 
And 
ec al 
1VCHs| 
, 20d 
yeet- 
; you] 
10ger| 
_ 
gats, 
kand 
cem, 
your 


ſeeke 
1 will 
have] 


s the faitbfol. 


ſtrengthen you to 4# well, 


| and to ſuffer ill; thathee 
| may inlarge you above. 


our ſelves ; ſcecke the 


rd,ſceke rightcouſnes, 
ſeek meckneſs, be ſeckers | 


ſtill, Pſal. 24. T bs « the” 


generation of them that 
ſeeke him ; 1acob is called. 


4 ſeeker. The true 7ſrael, 


and the true 1/7 aclitesare. 
all but ſeckers; Sceke the 
Lord and his ſtrength, 
and ſcek his face for cver' 


and ever ; be of the ſeck- 
ing hand, When Chriſti- 


ans begin to bee full of 
God 


i. 


have need of al that ever 
you have attained to, or 
chat youcan receiye; you | 
know not what need you 
may have of all ; ſecke 


mmm 
| .93 | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
the Lord, that hee may | 


| Pſal.247 
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God, then they tre emp- 

tyof that which is car-| 
nall, and worldly , and 
| unſayoury ; when there 
are lefſe ſcarchings of ſpi- 
fit, and ſcekings of heart 
after God, then they be- 
gin togrow worldly, and 
ſenſuall, and full of them- 
ſelves: therefore ſecke 
the Lord ſtill, and ſeeke 
his ſtrength , not onely 
the ſtrength of his or- 
dinances 1m your owt 
| hearts, but fceke the 
ſtrength and the powet 
; of Godin all your ways 
and undertakings. 
| Now that you maybe 
| incouraged by himto all 
| the duties that hee calls 
| youto in yourplaces,that 
| you may indced fe 

| rightcoul 
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emp-! 
Ccar- 
, and 
there 
f (pi- 
heart 
be- 
7 al 
hem- 
ſecke 
ſceke 
onely 
is ot- 
OWT 
e the 


Powe 
ways 


nay be 
to al 
e calls 
's that 
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bra 7 ; ſeek the true 


meaning of Gods righteous | | 
will, and all the waics of | 
his holy C ommandements 
chat he hath appointed you 


[to walk in, both in his vn | | 


| Ordinances, and in your | 
particular callings ; 3 Frame | 
your hearts to ſuch a milde | 
and mecke ſpirit, that you 
may adorne the Goſpel of 
Chriſt,& not be left to that 
fowerneſſe and roughneſſe 
of ſpirit, as ſometimes Goas 
propleare ; ſeck meekneſs, 
who can cell, It may bee, it 
the ſtrength 'of that over- 
ture of Gods promiſe, isa' 
more certaine aſſurance of | 
your eſtate thenallthe pro- | 
miſes,and all the aſſurance, | 
and- all the bonds of-the-; 
ſonnes of men whatſoever. | 
Thirdly, | 


i 
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Thirdly, letme here ex- 


hort you, to be in a ſpeciall| 


ſortcarcful themoreto be- 
leeve all the promiſes of 
God, the more certainly 
they bee expreſſed, There 
arc aboundance of promiſes 
inthe word of G OD that 


-| ſpeake affirmatively with. 


out any poſſibilities, or re. 
ſpeds of peradventure; ma» 
ny times God ſpeaks pun- 
Gually and plainly whar he 
will doc. There be ſundry 
bleflings that he promiſeth, 
( as you may reade, I can- 
notinlarge them in particu- 
lar) lay hold of them ; If 
God ſpeak by way of doubt, 


yet you may take them forif 
' certaine,walking after God, 


in ſcekiog his will, God will 
make them all- ccrtaialy 


good} 
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good th*thy ſoule. 
Toconclude, If theſe halfe 
promiſes, bee ſuchacertaine 
foundation 'of peace and ſe- 
curly to Gods people, then 
youſecherchow far offthey | 
are from ſeeking God that; 
find no comfort in religious 
wayes,that haveno pleaſure | 
in ſeeking after God; It isnot 
a vaincourſe which the C6- 
mon-wealth and this King- 
dom have becn wont to take 
many times,to be carcfull of | 
ſctling Religion, and doing 
good offices to Religion, in 
the firſt place. Ttell you,itis 
not a complement, it iSnot a 
triflethis, why 2 becauſe ac- 
cording asthe Churchis, fo 
ſtands the Comon-wealth, 
and whole Lands and King. 
domes are wheeled _ | 
Or 


+ C— 


$a.) 
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| forci it is nota abou, ; 
| Tell not mee of any thing 


\in.the world that you. may! 


build upon,cxcept you ſettle 
| your- 7 undation upon the 
'Church of God, for all the 
world were notable to ſtand 
clſe,not the Romas liberties; 
v hat izore freedome then to 


be free of the City of Rome? 


| wanted that freedome that 
| (thanks beeto God) youen- 
| joy, yet zorwithſtanding all 
their libertics, what became 
of them ſince, were they ſe. 
curcd.from forrazn enemies? 
| Na ſuch matter, why 2 be- 
| | cauſe they'wanted the pro. 
| f Lyaus. of the Church, a 
| them ; therfore how. 


[though in ſome things they! 


ould ' peace hold them- 


ſelves,\ 


| 
ig 


| the faithful. 
ſclyes; a 

then ia valr 
mation here. 
| .Well,thus much letme ſay 
| further 3 Doe but conſider 
| how far every man ſhall beg 
| from getting a hiding place | 
| from Gods wrath thar doth 
| not ſeek righteouſneſſe_, and 
| weekneſſe 3 all that they can 
| get from God is but this, 7t. 


>thers ? It is not 
to begin refor- 


4 


BM may bee you ſhall bee hid in the 


| day of the Lords wrath, W hat 
| then will be the lot of thoſe 
' thar obey not the Goſpel of 
God? that ſecke not righte- 
| ##ſne(/e, and meekneſſe atall, 
| what will be the caſe of the 2 
| without any 149 be, aſſured- 
| ly except Gods people ſave 
| the ſoules of ſuch, and their 
| bodies & ſtates by renewing 
[their covenant and ſtanding 
I, 
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